a + 


IALDIE’S SELECT CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


‘ "RNISHING THE BEST POPULAR LITERATURE—MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, NOVELS, TALES, TRAVELS, VOYAGES, &«. 


ag 
7. 





PRICE FIVE DOLLARS FOR FIFTY-TWO NUM BERS. 





PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY ADAM WALDIE. 


46 CARPENTER STREET, REAR OF THE ARCADE, PHIL ADELPHIA. 





TEE 








rnal of Belles Dettres. 
ve this week to perform a most ungra- 
nwilling task, in erasing from our 
is the names of those who are in arrears 
hon one year. The act is alike painful 
; and against our wishes ; but the 
of the publication demand it. Our 
s predicated on all paying—not to tax 
to cover the deficiencies of the 
Those, therefore, who may here- 
“piss their accustomed sheet, will know 
»’by remembering when they paid last; 
gone may be aggrieved, all will be 
ed alike. Still it is possible we may offend 
me whose good intentions equal those of the 
Mexact. We fcel so warmly and kindly to 
‘our friends—we trust we may use this term 
sour subscribers—that we should regret giv- 
reffence as much a3 we should to part. The: 
pion has been to us one of pride and 
gure, and its abruption must be correspond- 
y undesirable. 
Pometimes agents, on making remittances, 
fe remiss in giving the names of those sub- 
fibers-who have paid. Should mistakes from 
§, or any other cause, be made in the 
pasures,they will be immediately rectified on 
ig made known. 
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London New Monthly Magazine and Humourist for 
November. 


: WHO ARE THE POOR? 
| _~*sRaupertatis pudor et fuga.”—Hor 4. 


‘Amidst the many puzzling questions raised by the 
rapid growth of society, making all its opinions and 
sit upon it like a schoolboy’s last year’s 
which, so far from being idle, are 

ing Mankind by the ears from Lisbon to Mos- 

' not one more difficult of solution, or more 
palish to with, than that of the poor. Talk of 
church and low church, of a church by law esta- 
od, atid'no church at all, talk of conservative and 
tl, of the movement and the extinguisher, what are 
‘in point of embarrassment and confusion, to the 
int-of dealing with those who have no share of 


y is quite another guess sorf of affair. Opinions 
‘be toug morsels enotgh to digest ; but soeenty 
aifact, and facts admit of no compromise. 

tbe alarmed, reader, whether you are a Mal. 
iD, Oran Malthusiun, whether you are for 
muses or playhouses, whether you are for doin; 
Ming with the poor, ot sim for them, it is 
at preseht intention to on the corns of your 
thesis. “Not that we have not plenty to advance, 


' understand how tai 


but sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. Let the 
poor-law question, therefore, await a fitter opportunity : 
our present design is to deal with a preliminary matter. 

Before we can decide as to what is to be done with 
any thing, it is of logical cng Spe we should first 
be satisfied as to its existence. t us then begin by: 
enquiring if there are indeed any such persons in the 
community as the poor; or whether the poor-Iaw dis- 
putants, like Tom Thumb, have not “ made the giants 
first, and then” disposed of them. For our parts we 
believe with Macbeth that “there ’s no such thing.” If 
poverty be properly defined destitution, an inability to 
satisfy the firet wants of nature, those who know the 
world best would find the greatest difficulty in producing 
instances of such a condition. Among our own most 
numerous acquaintance, we could not cite you a man, 
however “ sujet de nature @ une maladie, qu’on appellait 
en ce temps la faute d’argent,”* who could be justly con- 
sidered as so circumstanced. [n the olden times, indeed, 
sub Jove nondum barbato, it might have been, that when 
a man was without money, or money’s worth, when he 
was without trade, profession, pension, or sinecure, he 
might have been subjected to some slight personal in- 
conveniences, as Mr. Samucl Weller would eall them; 
but in these, our better days, on a changé tout cela ; and 
none, new, eat, drink, or sleep more luxuriously, or are 
clothed more comfortably, than this very class of per- 
sons. Nor is this so difficult to explain. ‘They who have 
money, and pay for whut they get, are necessarily timit- 
ed in their supplies by the extent of their purse; whereas, 
that mose creditable part of the commanity who dis- 
pense with a metallic currency, have their supplies 
bounded only by their desires. It is their own faults, 
therefore, if they do things by halves, and if they do not 
always “eat and drink of the best.” 

The younger children of great families must be set 
down as wholly unprovided for; yet are they never in 
want. Have they not, in Paddy’s parlance, the “ best of 
good eating and drinking” at their command? and have 
they not their “cab, cob, and cub,” pacing up and down 
before the club-house door, in es guod a style as the 
richest young banker of them all? As fur dress, too, 

ou would not knew them from their estated elders, but 
y their array being more smart in its cut, and fresher 
in its material. By the by, we never yet could fully 
hse manage to get on—so universal 

is the habit of not paying their bills. Except, indeed, 
it be the returning of a borrowed umbrella, t is not 


ing an account of this description. Tailors, then, if any 
body, must be scandalously poor; yet have they their 
town-houses, and their country-houses, and entertain 
like lords! Once again, theirs is no “ case af distress.” 
If the condition of the younger child be, at first sight, 
bad enough withthe males, it would appear utterly des. 
perate with the women: as long as papa and mamma 
live, they have, it is true, the run of the paternal man- 
sion; and while they continue young enough to have a 
chance of matrimony, they are treated with considerable 
care and tenderness; but the convicted old maid, or the 
spinster sister quartered upon her brother, will rarely 
fail of finding themselves de trop. Yet the manner in 
which the Lady Janes and Honourable Harriets get on 
in life is truly “ prodigious.” They cannot, we admit, 
figure in the first line, and maintain a high place in 
London society; but they may dine out every day in the 
week, ad libitum, by quartering themselves on the Baker- 
street part of the town; while they can got a “set down” 
at night from. some friendly distiller’s or stock-jobber’s 
wife, who has a daughter to bring out, and pass their’ 


€|summers in comfort with a divorcéd duchess, or any 


other person whose reputation is a trifle the worse for 
wear. 








too, we flatter ourselves, rather to the purpose ; 
- ART 1.—Jan. 16, 1838. 


a more flagrant overt act of honesty than the discharg-| & 





"* Rabelais. 





Rut if they who never had any property are not 

‘either are they who have run through their 

che town swarms. with. men, who, if they hav 

rought their last acre to the hammer,’ ate 

ver head and ears; yet do they want for 

’ they have but privilege of parliament, may stare 

own a crediter, as if he had them some serious 

ijury. How stringent must be the force of principle in 
ur two houses of legislature, to arrange their majorities 

» firmly on the side of gold against paper, seeing that 

» many honourable and right honourable members have 
i ttle personal experience te back their opinions; and 
' | on the business of life, very frequently without se 
wch as a shilling of ready cash in their pockets. 

Equally fortunate are those who have not yet “come 

‘ito their estates,” wards in statu pupiliart, and sons 
ependent u,on parental bounty. Nay, the very beys 

t Eton know as little of real want as their seniors; and 

nd the means of hunting, shooting, drinking, gemings 
ive. &e. as readily and as abundantly as if they had the 
ank of England at their disposition. And here we can-- 
ot withhold our testimony of esteem-and respect for’ 
hat amiable and charitable clacs of men, the confiding 
radesmen who give credit, and those much reviled, ‘but: 

atient sufferers, the dealers in post-obits. tis the vice 

f old age to be avaricious, and, as Falstaff complains, 
‘to hate us youth.” Parents, too, have an odd erotchet, 
hat premature extrayagance and dissipation are some--* 
what ut odds with Homer and Virgil. Were it net - 
therefore, for liberal tradesmen, the boys might leave 
school as ignorant of the ways of the world as they came 
do it; instead of being, as at present, far too knowing to.’ 
be taken in by the arrantest leg, or money-dealer, in 
Christendom—nay, infinitely more likely “to do” than - 
“to be done.” When so mich is said against our el. ~ 
legiate education, and its stultus labor ineptiarum, this 
practical tuition is entirely overlooked, merely because 
the professors of credit are not placed with the other 
professors on the books of the establishment. To the 
post-obit lemen, moreover, the world is indebted for 
the small share of filial affection whieh still subsists, 
where estates are in the question. ‘Phey considerably“ 
abate the intensity of desire with which the heir waits * 
for his turn ; not merely by blinding him to the stingi- 
ness of “the governor,” who may perhaps 
sist on going with his son in the property; but ' 
by diminishing in a still greater degree the advantages 
of suecession. We onee heard a young peer openly con- 
ratalated by some yuun ladies of fashion, on the death 


of his parent (¢!5, and EF could nots saying to my- © 
self, “If you knew, girls, how pe te ey 
nee, and what trouble he must encounter, < 
would not. think the matter quite so pleasunt,” Wa 
need only point to the case of the late unfortunate Mr. 
Barnwell, to convince our readers of this truth. If that 
interesting victim of the tender passien, instead of mur. 
cering his unele, like a plebeian. as he was, had tonfided 
his personals to his other uncle, or signed for a_round 
som with the usurers, payable on the "s de- 
cease, he would not have met so mela a fate, and 
the world had-escaped: from the most odious and detest- 
Peers he glish-stage. mada elas, Sey 5 
name and—you know the consequence. Usury was 
noxious to landed legislators, who, though they like bor- 
rewing money, ean’t abide the paying of it; and they 
who profess the trade must be nulla virtute redempti. 
Not, however, to confine out enquiries in search of 
the poor to the privileged classes, let us take a turn into” 


the city, and there, too, we shall Soa bo Sign et Fever 
} Diogenes, with Gfty lanterns to aid him, would not dis 


foolishly in- ~ 


cover a poor man- within two miles of the Royal Ex, ; 
a . 


shange :’? and, indeed, it-would be a sin and 

oS SE Po a peer ta tk 
want trifle | h, ina placew : 
vetadbanda othe agate mart in the world is based on 
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a liberal system of credits. No man with a‘grave ex- 
terior and a tolerable address need doubt of obtaining in 
London an assignment of linens, woollens, crockely, or 
hardware, “on the usual credit,” and to the amount of 
five or ten thousand pounds; why then should he want 
those “ unconsidered trifles,” the first necessaries of life? 

Accordingly, bankruptcy, so far frum being equiva- 
lent to poverty, is usualy considered as a stepping-stcne 
to fortune, and stopping payment a favourable opportu- 
nity for purchasing an estate. So also the becoming a 
lame duck dves not imply the putting down an equipage, 
or. parting with the family plate ; while there is no retail 
shop more extravagantly decorated, nor graced with 
more enormous plates of glass in its windows, than that 
which is opened by a tradesman fresh from the gazette. 
Then, again, the non-reality of this bugbear, poverty, 
must be evident from a bare inspection of the proceed 
ings of insolvent courts. Compare the amount of the 

ules with that of the debts discharged, and you 
might be apt to suspect that ruin must rest somewhere. 
Bat how is the fact? The debtor comes out of court 
“whitewashed,” and is manifestly none the worse for 
the operation; and as for the creditor, if he were serious- 
ly injured, he would not be so ready to encounter the 
loss at every turn. This is so inconceivable a result, 
that any hypothesis seems good which explains it; and 
"we have been tempted at times to imagine that it must 
be the attorneys who pay for all. That, however, has 
only been in our after-dinner speculations. Upon an 
attentive examination of .a vast number of insulvents, 
including many men of family and some peers, we have 
not been able to detect the smallest diminution of their 
“swelling port,’ or any appearance in their persons o. 
that care-worn pallor which is said to accompany a slate 
of want. ' They, therefore, are not poor. 

Passing, too, from masters to apprentices and clerks, 
so-far are they from wanting any of the necessaries of 
life, that they form the great body of those who fill the 
lebbies of theatres, the hells, and the finishes, keep snug 
lodgings out of sight, and drive their “ gal” on Sundays 
in a tim- whiskey, filling half the village Sabbatical re. 
treats within six miles round the metropolis. To do such 
things on fifty or a hundred pounds a-year is “quite im. 
possible and can‘t be done;” and though certain little 
anecdotes are-occasionally whispered at Bow-street and 
other similar scandal-shops to the disadvantage of these 
“ young gentlemen,” which might seem to throw light 
on their means of supply, still the number of such cases 
is too small to build an inference on, of to impeach our 
conclusion, that poverty has nothing whatever to do 
with the business. 

Why, however, should we cramp our genius and waste 
the time of our readers in searching fur any more parti- 
cular instances to maintain uur thesis withal? Have 
we not the evidence ofan entire nation fornially aban- 
Aoning the use of money,.and going on all the better 
for it?) And herein the Yankees have shown themselves 
a much greater people than the.Lacedemouians. The 
latter maintained their exchanges with iron money, be- 
cause they knew no better; whereas the former have 
acted on-experience and like rational philosophers. Ob- 
serve, also, in point of liberty, the Lacedemonians acted 
only in -servile ebedience to.Lycurgus; but the Ameri. 
cans agreed upon kiting it, at the very moment when 
their governors were endeavouring to establish a metal. 
lic currency. . America having been thoroughly ruined, 
she is accordingly now doing better than ever; and 
though we should.say that it is. Englund which pays 
the piper, we should not alter the case. We had a bit 
of a smash, it is true; but what does that signify? The 
steam is up again; the looms are in motion as lively as 
ever ;.the men are in full work, end the masters ready 
to round off their fortunes with another plumb or so, by 
going through the same process all over again. 

Thus have we shown, by the. process of exhaustion, 
that poverty is a mere chimera. . There are, to be sure, 
par ci par la, as Figaro says, instances of men dying for 
want; and there are a number of persons shut up in 
airs workhouses.and debtors’ prisons; but these are, 

the first place, persons of no account, mere nobodies ; 
_and if nobody suffers nobody has a right to complain. 
Then, as to prisoners and parish-paupers, we never saw 
such jollifications in our lives.as within the walls of the 
King’s Bench ; while the paupers notoriously fare better 
than the independent labourers—to say nothing of the 
‘benefit of getting separated from their wives. “Call 
you this poor?” " But if they who have been- tenderly 
and luxuriously brought up do not feel the ill effects of 
-a reverse of fortune, those who have been used all their 
lives to distress must be even less objects of compassion ; 
that, however, has. nothing to do with our this day's 
business, and we shall pursue the matter no further. 

“The fact is not the less valaable as explaining the care- 


less indifference with which men run through their for. 
tunes, and their constant antipathy to honest industry 
when they have done so. Why should men care for 
their property when they are independent of it? or why 
should any person, in his senses, work for his bread, when 
he can have it without working? Here, then, we arrive 
at a new system of political economy, which relieves us 
at once of all the evils of commercial crises, agricultural 
distress, or unprovided labourers. We have nothing to 
do but to make cach man’s private bill a legal tender, 
enlarge the bankruptcy acts, and establish an insolvent 
court in every parish. You break to-day, and we, your 
creditors, keep never minding. ‘To.morrow it will be 
our turn to stop payment, and the insolvent of yesterday 
will abide by the loss. Where all give mutual credit, 
the onus must be successively passed off from the 
shoulders of each individual, till it is lost in the crowd. 
Heartily, therefore, do we abjure a feeling we once em- 
bodied in an epigram — 

“ Of all the things on earth to whi-h I bear most animosity 

There 's nothing lialf so much 1 hate as impecuniosity.” 

That is an exploded error, and to be forsworn with 
popery aud wooden shoes, Nobody is really poor but 
the man who is perpetually plodding tae make money, 
and making himself miserable by hoarding it. So, hur- 
rah for a puper currency; make your half:crowns into 
silver spoons; keep your shillings to buy stamps; let 
“the firstlings of your heart be the firstlings of your 
hand,” and draw for the ameunt at ninety-one days ; 


“ TIang sorrow and cast away care, 
Your tradesmen,are bound to lend you.” 
Be 
——>—— 


THE DOCTOR. VOL. IV. 
CHAPTER CXIV. 


The author hints at certain circumstances in the life of 
Thomas Gent on which he does not think it necessary 
to dwell. 

Round white stones will serve they say, 
As well as eggs, to make hens lay. 
Butter. 
If I were given to prolixity, and allowed-myself to be 
led away from the subject befure me, I might here be 
tempted to relate certain particulars concerning Thomas 

Gent; how under his first London master, Mr. Midwin- 

ter, whose house was a ballad-house, “ he worked many 

times fiom five in the morning till twelve at night, and 
frequently without food from breakfast tili five or six in 
the evening, through their hurry with hawkers.” And 
how in that same service he wrote, which is to say in 
modern language reported, Dr. Sacheverel’s sermon after 
his suspension, for which his master gave him a crown 
piece and a pair of breeches—not befure they were want. 
ed—and by which the said master gained nearly thirty 
pounds in the course of the week. And how he once 
engaged with Mr. Francis Clifton, who having had.a 
liberal education at Oxford, proved a papist, set upa 
press, printed a newspaper, and getting in debt, moved 
his goods into the liberty of the Fleet, and there became 
entered as a prisoner; and how Gent sometimes in ex- 
treme weather worked for him undera tnean shed adjoining 
to the prison walls, when snow and rain fell alternately 
on the cases, yet, he says, the number of wide-mouthed 
stentorian hawkers, brisk trade, and very often a glass 
of good ale, revived the dreoping spirits of him and his 
fellaw-woikmen ; and he often admired the success of 
this Mr. Clifton in his station, for whether through pity 
of mankind or the immediate hand of Divine Providence 
to his family, advantageous jobs so often flowed upon 
him as gave him cause to be merry under his heavy 
misfortunes. 

And how while in this employ a piece of work came 
in which he composed and helped to work off, but was 
not permitted to know who was the author. It wasa 
vindication of an honest clergyman whu had been com- 
mitted to the King’s Bench upon an action of scandalum 
magnatum ; however, says he, “when finished, the pa- 
pers were packed up, and delivered to my care; and the 
same night, my master hiring a coach, we were driven 
to Westminster, where we entered into a large sort of 
monastic building. Svon were we ushered into a spa- 
cious hall, whcre we sate near a large table covered with 
an ancient carpet of curious work, and whereon was 
soon laid a bottle of wine for our entertainment. Ina 

little time we were visited by a grave gentleman in a 

black lay habit, who entertained us with onc pleasant 

discourse or other. He bid us be secret; for, said he, 
the impeisoned divine does not know who is his de. 
fander; and if he did, | know his temper; in a eort of 












for my good office: and whether his ; 
signed to show his gratitude, ys 
friend, the damage is the 
to prevent which is the reason ] desire thi 

You need not fear me, sir, said my ain a 

sir, added 1, you may be less afraid of: for ; 
do not know where | am, much less ~— 


yet ifa man is . 
Same as if done by an 
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heard where I should be driven, or if lean » 
to Jerusalem before I get —— ceeianlteat 4 t 
forget 1 ever did the job by to-morrow. and Nay, I ably 
shall never*answer any questions about it. if wh 
Yet, sir, I shall secretly remember pak po 


drink to your health with this brivnful - pe, 08 


upon this set them both a-laughing, a. vie 
merrily tipsy, so merry that I hardly kw 8 pal ety 
driven homewards. For my part | was ever pone 
secresyeand fidelity; and therefore 


‘ 


tive concerning our hospitabl tents 2OWoe inal , 
2 able entertaj » eeneen 
pening afierwards to beliold a slate theses hg in te 
guarded from Westminster to the Tower God ~ " 
a I, it was no less than the Bishop of ; 
r. Atterbury, by whom my mas itis 
treated !” = : ter and T had 
Were I to ramble from my i 
might relate how Gent saw Mr. John Maths 
printer, drawn on a sledge to the place of exes 
vhere he suffered for high treason; and how Mate 
clothes were exceeding neat, the lining of his « 
rich Persian silk, and every other thing as beby 
gentleman; and how he talked of death likeg 
pher to some young ladies who came to take they 
well. This poor youth was but in his nine 
and not out of his apprenticeship to his mother ay 
ther. He had been under misfortunes before, and} 
the favour of the government at that time was dish 
at which time his brother had given public orders: 
people in his employ that if ever they found Johgg 
doing or speaking any thing against the 
they would inform him, that he might ta Dr 
method to prevent it. Nevertheless, for ten guingg 
with the assistance of another apprentice anda} 
man, priuted a treasonable paper intitled, Vor P 
Vox Dei, containing direct incitement to rebelli 
might relate also how this journeyman, Lawrens 
zey, who went by the name of old gentleman ig 
printing office, and who had not the character g 
honest man about his printing; and who mores 
gone to the criminal’s mother and offered to go. 
the way if she would give him money, and accatd 
had gone to St. Albans, and staid there nine days 
no moncy coming, he could not stay oft of the 
longer, but seems rather to have been suspected of 
ting himself in the way,—1 might, I soy whe 
this Vesey did not long survive the ill-fated. 
how at las burial in an obscure part of Islingtar 
yurd, many of the printers’ boys called devils, 
noise like such, with their ball stocks carried 
that purpose, and how the minister was much 
ed thereby in the burial service, and shameful i 
were committed at the grave; and how the priate 
had been at Islington that day had their namesa 
to the courts of Westminster, where it cost theithe 
pretty well before their persons were discharged! 
trouble. But Gent, who desired to be out of ti 
way, hadéshunned what he ealled the crew of é 
with their incendiaries to a mischief. : 
1 might also relate how he once carried skilam 
made uf printing balls stuffed with wool to hist 
printers, who were to exhibit their faces in that® 
trame Called the pillory: in which frame nevertlt 
seems to think they were properly set; and f 
weré of the saine opinion, for these skull caps prot 
weak helmets against the missiles wherewith 
assailed. Moreover further to exemplify the per 
in those days environed the men who 
printer’s types, 1 might proceed to say now, | 
strange dream, poor Gent was in the dead of 
alarmed by a thundering noise at the dvor, and 
breken open, and himseif seized in his bed. by tw 
messengers upon a false information that he 
engaged in printing some lines conceruing the) 
soned bishop of Rochester, which had given 
how he was carried to a public house near St. Sept 
church, whither his two employers, Mr. u 
Mr. Clifton, were also brought prisoners, and & 
were taken to Westminster and there imprisit 
very fine house in Manchester court, which hat 
theless within the fusty smell of a prison; and: ot 
the high window of his humble back apar a 
behold the Thames, ond heer the dashing of ut 
waters against the walls that kept it withimdae 
end how in the next room to him was conhuea? 
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transport he would reveal it, and so I slwald be blamed 


happy young Irish clergyman Mr. Neynoe, (nat! 
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- : moirs is erroneously given.) “1 
= ongiegeoa him talk to himself when 
. <u eame on; and now and then would he 
with such a melodious voice as produced 

ration and pity from me, who was an object 

jon mysell, in being awhile debarred from 

see me, or the use of pen, ink, and paper to 
them.” Ard how after five days he was ho. 
discharged, and toole boat from Palace Yard 

Y which he says, “my head seemed tu be affected 
ange giddiness ; and when I safely arrived at 
— of my kinder neighbours appeared very joy- 
return. And my pooflinnet, whose death I 
feared would come to pass, saluted me with 

t, chirping notes; and indeed the poor 

ad occasion to be the most joyful, for her ne. 

sk was almost exhausted, and I was come just 


. es “critical time to yield hera fresh supply.” It was 
in ate, 


"2 tion for his fright on this occasion that 
; the bishop of Rockester’s Effigy, “ with some 
mT tee verses that pleased all parties,” which sold 
vy well; and that he formed some observations upun 
the 8 dying words of Counsellor Layer, in nature of a 
which for abuut three days had such a run 
vr eie that the unruly hawkers were ready to pull his 
Sense in pieces for the goods. ; = 
Tether 1 might say of Gent that in January 175), 
‘hen the Ouse at -York was frozen, he set up a press on 
ieice, and printed names there, to the great satisfac. 
gentlemen, ladies, and others, who were 
sary liberal on the occasion. And how, having been un- 
Seatly as he thought ejected from a house in Stonegate 
71) was held under a prebendal lease, and which fell 
; Laurence Sterne, (to whom, however, it was in 
iin to apply for redress, it not being in his power to 
lieve him,) he bought a house in Petergate and built 
stower upon it; “by which addition,” said he, “my 
seems the highest in the city, and affurds an agree- 
pect round the country : we have a wholesome 
rwe please to ascend, especially the morn 


4 


iB ings and evenings, with great conveniency for my busi- 


hess when over crowded in the narrow rooms below ; 
‘and several gentlemen have occasionally taken a serious 
there, to talk of affairs in printing, as well as neigh. 

to satisfy their curiosity in viewing the flowers 


cler ofa tat grow almost round about upon the walls.” 


“This, and much more than this, might be said of 
fhomas Gent, and would have been dee:ned not unin. 

sting by the collectors of English topography, and 
Aypogtaphic curiosities, Gent being well known to them 
for his “ Famous History of the City of York,-its mag- 
nt Cathedral, St. Mary’s Abbey, &c.,” his “ His- 
of the Loyal Town of Ripor, Fountains Abbey, 
ley, Wakefield, Xc.,” and his “ History of the 
and Beautiful Town of Kingston-upon-Hull.”| He 


a 


ls, Mak entered upon a different province when he wrote his 


ist 


of 
of x 
sk 


featise, entitled “ Divine Justice and Mercy Displayed 
in the Life of Judas Iscariot.” But though it was be- 
se of his turn for books and antiquities that the doc- 
employed him to hunt the stalls at York, as Browne 
illis did to collect for him epitaphs and tradesmen’s 
balfpence, what I had to say of him arises out of his 
with Richard Guy, and must therefore be 
@nfited to his dilatory courtship and late marriage. 


ection 
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EDITOR’S TABLE. 


| Columbus and the Northmen.—The January 


bber of the North American Review, which 
delivered in this city more punctually than 
l, contains an article on the Antiquitates 

icane, the work so long announced and 


r tently published, to prove that America had 


a discovered by the Northmen before the 


it of Columbus. It appears from the work 


i self, a copy of which is before us, that Mr. 


win, the editor, considers our celebrated 
ton rock inscriptions to be Runic, and 
attempts tu decipher the same, though some 
fsons regard them as Phenician, and others 
brew, and even Scythian! ‘The copies that 
t been made, and which are engraved for 
Antiquitates, are too unlike each other to 
‘to any valuable results. 
8 reviewer, who is probably Governor Eve- 
says: “* While we are decidedly of opinion 
the ancient Icelandic accounts have a 


foundation in historical truth, and that the coast 
of North America, and very possibly this por- 
tion of it, was visited by the Northmen, we decm 
it exceedingly doubtful whether they made any 
permanent settlements on the continent.”’” M. 
Rafn believes that the very ancient accounts 
now brought to light * are important, inasmuch 
as Columbus himself, on his voyage to Iceland 
in 1477, conferring, according to his practice, 
in Latin, with clergymen and other learned 
men, probably heard accounts relative to these 
explorations.” ‘This is mere conjecture, and 
on this point the reviewer's arguments are to 
us entirely satisfactory. - * In none of the writ- 
ings of Columbus, and in none of the charges 
brought against him by his enemies, is there an 
allusion to these supposed northern communi- 
cations. M.de Humboldt, the gravest autho- 
rity on every question of this kind, avers, that 
‘the merit of having first recognised the dis- 
covery of America by the Northmen belongs 
indubitably to the geographer Ortelius, who an- 
nounced this optnion in 1570.’ Although it 
might be keenly urged, that after Columbus 
had made his discovery, he would selfishly have 
suppressed every allusion to the fact of his Ice- 
landic conferences, yet there was a long and 
weary period of his life, when he would have 
spared no pains to blazon them to the courts of 
Spain and Portugal, as confirmations of the rea- 
sonableness of his projects. But not a syllable 
remains containing a trace of his having used 
these northern accounts for that purpose.” 

With the concluding passage of the review 
we heartily coneur :— 

“ With these remarks we dismiss the subject, 
renewing our thanks to M. Rafn, the learned 
and indefatigable editor of the volume before 
us, and tosthe Royal Society of Danish Anti- 
quaries, under whose patronage he has been 
enabled to bring it before the public, in so 
handsome a style of typography. It is one of 
the most valuable contributions ever made to 
the study of the history and geography of our 
continent. We trust that some zealous student 
of these subjects will be immediately found, 
who will put the Icelandic authorities into an 
English dress, and prepare them, with a proper 
literary apparatus, for the perusal of the gene- 
ral reader.” 

Hoffman’s Course of Legal Stucy receives 
from the North American a just meed of praise. 
In noticing the second edition it is said that 
‘Its learning is thorough, conious and exact — 
pressed down and running over. It would take 
a high rank in this respect if compared with 
the labours of European jurisprudents, whose 
unbroken days, from morn to dewy eve, are 
passed within the walls of their studies; but 
when we remember that it is the work of one 
who has been more_or less engaged in practice 
during its composition, and who has been sus- 
taining those active duties imposed upon even 
the scholars and men of letters in our young 
and bustling country, it moves our astonish- 
ment no less than our admiration. By what 
process he has contrived to find time to read 80 
many books, and collect together 80 stupendous 
2-mass of trudition, quite passes our compre- 
hension.” ‘The surprise of the reviewer might 
well have been increased if he had been aware 
that with all this mass of knowledge of the 
authorities of Westminster Hall, and the vo- 
luminous treatises of the Roman and conti- 
nental law, Mr. Hoffman finds time to fulfil the 
duties of social life widely extended, and to be 








also an elegant belles lettres scholar, not only 
deeply read, but up to the day. 

Cooper’s Novels and Gleanings.— The North 
Ametican has touched upon the beauties and 
defects of Cooper's novels, and expended a 
page or two of mild. reproof to this auther for 
his egotisms; in this article the half that could 
»e said is not to be found ; an exposé, a biting 
and severe attack, justly earned by his vanity 
and weakness, will be found in the last number 
of the London Quarterly, from which the al- 
ready wounded sensibilities of Mr. Cooper wil} 
probably not recover; judging by his proud 
feelings, the satire is sufficiently of a national 
cast to occasion a rupture between the two 
countries f 

The other articles of the review are of various 
excellence, but as a whole this number sustains - 
its well earned reputation. 

The Queen is of course the topic of great 
interest in all the London periodicals. Her 
visit to the city, the dinner, &c., and her two 
attendances at the theatres, oecupy more space 
than all other subjects put together. From a 
mass of similar announcements under the court: 
heads, we copy the following as specimens :— 

“ Her majosty the queen has been graciously pleased to 


appoint Messrs. Floris, of 88 Jermyn street, St. James's, 
her comb-makers in ordinary. 


“The queen has been graciously pleased to appoint 


Miss Macpherson & Co., of 29 a, Albemarle street, Pie, Sa 


cagilly, milliners and dress-makers in ordiuary to hor® 
majesty. 

“ Thé corporation of London has presented to the queen 
a volume, beautifully printed and illustrated, containing 
the words of the vecal musie, as sung at Guildhall, at 
the reyal banquet. The fullowing is the dedication :— 
* To her Gracious Majesty the Queen, this copy of the 
Seleetion of Vocal Music, performed at the Banquet. 
given by the Corporation of London at the Guildhall, 
November 9, 1837, is presented with their dutiful ho- 
mage.’ Only one other copy has been printed, with the 
dedication, which is deposited among the eity archives.” 


Hood’s Comic Annual for 1838 contains as 
usual a good spice of the editor’s peculiar hu- 
mour. Among other matters, we find a corre-- 
spondéfice between a son at school and his 
father and uncle. The first letter is prim and 
in good order, having been composed under the 
inspection of the muster; the second is more 
irue to the young student’s feelings; as its 


or who have been at school themselves, we wish 
our readers a hearty laugh over the’ production. 


“ Dear Father,—I hope you wont be angry at writing 
of my own Accord and if you like you may stop the 
postage out of what you mean to give me next time, 
but the other Jetter was all a flam and didnt speak my 
real mind. ‘he Doctor frumpt it all up out of his own 
head, and we all copied it out for el? our fathers. What. 
I want to tell you is as the holidays is so nigh, I do 
wish you would make up yout mind for me to be tuok 
away for good and all. dont lite the victuals for one 
thing and besides | 2m allmost sure we are not well: 
teached. The table beer always gives me.the stomach 
ake if [ dont tie a string tight round it and EF only wish 
you see some of Mr. Murphy’s raling when he smells so 
of rum. Another tlfing is the batter puddings which 
the fellows call it putty, because it sticks pains in eur 
insides, and sometimes we have stinking beef. Tom 
Spooner has saved a bit on the sly to show parents, but 
it’s so strong we are afeard it wont keep over the thiee 
weeks to the holidays, and we are treated like 
slaves, and hare and hounds is forbid becuuse list time 
the hare got up behind the Chelmsford Coach and weat 
home to his fiiends in Leadenhall Market. As for sams 
we know the ciphering Master has got a Tutors Key 
because theres a board at the bottom of his desk comes 
out with a httle coaxing, and more than that hes a eruel 
savage and mukes love to Masters daughter, and shes 
often: eourted in the school room because its: where her. 
father dont come so much as any wheres else. The new, 
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Fovtman is another complaint. The Doctor dont allow 
him nothing a year for his wages except bis profits out 
of the boys with fruit and pastry, and besides being rot- 
ten and stale, hes riz burnt almonds twice since Mickle- 
mas. * * Jackson saved enough to buy a Donkey 
and then divided him into shares and I had a shilling 
share but the Doctor were so unjust as seize on him 
altho there was no law agin bringing asses to the 
achol. * * 
in my Greek and Latin though I have got a Prize for 
Spelling and Grammar but we all have prizes for some- 
thing te please our parents when we go‘heme. The 
only treat we have is reddishes out of the garden when 
they are got old and burning hot and popgunny and 
them wont last long as masters going to keep pigs. 

suppose then we shall have measely pork te match the 


stinking beef. The fellows say its because the Doctor - 


swops Stokes’s schooling agin butchers meat and .as the 
edication is so very bad old Stokes on his part wont send 
in any better quality. Thats whats called mutual ac- 
commodation in the newspapers. Give my love to Mrs. 
Rumsey with thanks for the plum cake only next time 
more sweetmeat, and say I am almost eure [ sometimes 
sleep in a damp bed. Iam certain sure Mrs. Rumsey 
would advise you the same as I do, namely fur me te be 
took away, without running more risks, if it was.enly 
for fear of Mac Kenzie, for hes a regular tyrant and 
hectors over us all. Hes three parts a niggar and you 
ant punch his head so as to do any good, and only dast 
Monday he was horsed for wanting to googe little Jones’s 
eyes out and ‘for nothing at all but just lovking at his 
towel to see if the black come off. # * Philip Frank 
gays theres a capital school at Richmond where the 
Master permits fishing and boating and cigars and gun- 
powder and poney chaises for only sixty guineas a year. 
often think if my poor dear late Mother was alive it is 
ust the genteel sort of School she would like me te be 
finished off at. But thats as you prefer, and if you will 
®@aly promise upon your honour to remove me I wont 
ran away. -I forgot to say I have very bad ‘head akes 
sometimes besides the stomach akes and last week 1 was 
up in the nifissery for being Icverish and spotty, and I 
had t¢ take antimonious wine but nothing made me sick 
except the grucl. Precious stuff it is and tastes like 
slate pencil dust and salt. I'was in great hopes it was 
scarlet fever or something catching that I might be sent 
home to you.” 


Who are the Poor ?—We trust no one will 
take the article from the New Monthly to-day 
ag any thing more than a jeu d’esprit. The ar- 
gument is managed with some skill in its way, 
particularly that part which asserts that “the 


poor are nobody, and if nobody suffers gobody 
cares.” 
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WARIETIES. 


Wurious Experiment—Fill a medicine.phial (contain- 
ing one or two pints) with water, and cork it in such a 
manner that there shall net be a-single bubble-of air be- 
tween the water and the cork. Then take it by the 
. aeck, and strike the cork with sufficient strength to 

break the phial. If this experiment be made.above a 
vessel, full of water, sufficiently large to-collect the frag- 
ments of glass, it will invariably appear, whatever may 
be the nature-of the glace employed, that the part which 
remains.in the hand, and the fragments found in the 
water, are covered with fine incisions, like linee, which 
all start from the same point at the bottom ofthe phial, 
diverge in every direction, and, proceeding, are lost 
dn the-neck. These ‘incisions or jines.are as Fegular as 
those which could be produced hy art, and present a 
curious appearance. 

Slight Difference in Newspapers.—An alderman of a 
certain metropolitan city came, some time since, very 
hastily into one of the reading-rooms there, for the pur. 
pe of consulting the Courier upon some matter of great 

mportance to him; when, not being able immediately 
to find the paper he wanted, he accosted a reverend gen- 
4leman who chanced to be there, and reading the Sun, 
with “ Pray, sir, is that the Currier you have there?” 
“ No, sir,” replied the other, offering him the paper, “ but 
i is the Tanner—won't that uit you as well?” 

The same reverend gentleman was one day on board 
a steamboat,.in which there happened, also, te be an- 
other reverend divine, who at that time was head mas- 
ter of one of our largest public schools. As they ap- 
grevcnet the sea, the illustrious schoolmaster began to 

very qualmish, and at last became exceedingly ill. 
In one of the intervals betwoen the paruxysms oe his 


its not my fault then if 1 am backwards - 


malady, our friend stepped up to him and said, “ Why, 
, T little expected this of you ; I thought that you 
brought up noiking bul young gentlemen.” 

Deduct from the calculation of human life the years 
of helpless infancy and thoughtless childhood, take from 
it the years of decrepitude and the days of sickness, 
think of the hours that are spent in sleep, and the many 
more that zre unprofitably and idly spent—how few are 
left for the cultivation of the understanding, for the im- 
provement of the heart—and, in one word, for the great 
purposes for which we are sent into the world. 

Man wastes his mornings in anticipating his after- 
noons, and he wastes his afternoons in regretting his 
mornings. : 


Se eel 


List of New Books published in London to the 
latest dates. 


Eminent Literary and Scientific Men of Italy, Spain, 
end Portugal, Vol. III. (forming Vol. XCVI. of Dr. Lard- 
ner’s Cabinet Cyclopedia, 8vo. Chelsea Hospital and its 
Traditions, by the author of ** The Subaltern,” &c., 3 
vols. The Veteran, or Forty Years in the British Ser- 
vice, by Capt. J. Harley, 2 vols. The Naval Keepsake 
for 1838, containing a new Life of Nelson, by the “Old 
Sailor,” Literary Varieties, by Wm. Mackenzie, 12mo. 
Live and Let Live, by Miss Sedgwick, 18mo. The Ex- 
citement for 1838, edited by the Rev. R. Jamieson, 18mo. 
The Evidences of Prophecy, by Alexander Keith, D.D., 
sixteenth edition. A Treatise on Conic Sections, by J. 
Hymers, M.A., 8vo. A Dissertation on the Causes and 
Effects of Disease, by H. C. Barlow, M. D., 8vo. Insti- 
tutes of Surgery, by Sir Charles Bell, Vol. I., 12mo. -The 
Himalaya Landscape Album, morocco. The Napoleon 
Medals, 564 Medals, by A. Collas, folio. Thoughts on 
Religion, a Poem, 8vo. Walsingham, the Gamestor, by 
Capt. Chamier, 3 vols. Rambles in the Footsteps of Don 
Quixote, by H. D. Inglis, Illustrations by Cruikshank, 
post 8vo. ‘The Keepsake for 1838. Birds and Flowers, 
by Mary Howitt, 12mo. Professor Silliman’s Consist- 
ency of the Discoveries of Modern Geology with Sacred 
History, 12mo. The Use of Auscultation and Percus- 
sion, by Dr. J. Wolff, 8vo. Sharpe’s Vocabulary of 
Egyptian Hieroglyphics, 4to. Aubur’s Rise and Pro- 
gress of British tower in India, Vol. IT., 8vo. 


—_— - 
‘ REMITTANCES BY MAIL. 
> Gentlemen making remittances by checks, would 


confer a favour by having them marked “ good,” by the 
cashier of the bank. 


Jan. 4,—James Peacock, Harrisburg, Pa. 

—— 2,—Abby C. Deneing, Norwich, Ct. 

—— 3,—Mrs. Apthorp, New Haven, Ct. 

—— 4,—Matthew Smith, Chambersburg, Pa. 

—— 1—Wnm. Haile, P. M., Hindsdale, N. H. 

—— 17,—H. B. Harris, Esq., Massillon, O. 

Dee. 30,—J. H. & J.C. Plant, Augusta, Ga. 

| Jan. oe bs ye mong oO. 

— 6—E. W. n, Hampton, N. H. 

— —M. ae aes N.Y. 

Dec. 14,—John Fisher, West Union, O. 

— 30,—N. P. Birdseye, York, O. 

—— 30,—Ralpht Granger, Fairport, O. 

je 22,—Col. Wailes, Washington, Mi. 

Jan. 2,—J. M. Redmond, P. M., Tarboro, N. C. 

—— 4 —L.S. Brooke, Stafford, €. H., Va. 

Dec. 24,—E. D. Traeey, Centrevillage, Ga. 
30,—J. Harrison, Powell’s Peint, N.-C. 

Jan. 8,—E. Patterson, Baltimore, Md. 

1,—J. Paton, Ast. P. M., Paris, Ky. 

3,—J. H. Mears, Buckhead P. O., S. C. 

6,—C. L. Rockwell, Norfols; Va. 

1,—A. J. Campbell, Louisville, Ky. 

7,—W. T. Coupland, Winchester, Va. 

Pec, 26,—John Jacob Blum, Salem, N. C, 

Jan. 8,—Benjamin Jones, Petersburg, Va. 

8—B. D. Pitts, Lloyds, Va. 

-~— 9,—Abner Hendee, P. M., Hebron, Ct. 

—— t—W. Le Conte, Riceboro, Ga. 

—— 1—F. H. Tedd, St. Stephens, N. B. 

—— 4,—T.C, Peters, Buffalo, N. Y. 

—— 3,—Samuel G. Sweeney, Rossville, O. 


Agents, on remitting money, will confer a 
great favour, and save much unpleasant feeling, 
by letting us know the individual subseribers 
who should be credited. For want of this in- 
formation, bills. are sometimes sent to those who 


have paid. 
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Agents tor this ork. 
MAINE.—Bancor, Duren & Thatcher. 
VERMONT.—Montrevier, George P. Walton, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 9 
Boston, W. H. S. Jordan. 
Worcester, Clarendon Harris, 
CONNECTICUT. 
New Haven, Herrick & Noyes, 
Hartrorp, Roderick White. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Pawtucket, J. M‘Intyre & Co. 
Provipence, A, Sy Beckwith. 
NEW YORK. 
New York, Peter Hill, 11, Old Slip, 
West Point, J. H. Holt. 
Eupson, P. Dean Carrique. 
Arsany, W. C. Little. 
Rocnester, C, & M. Morse. ye 
Utica, Wm. Williams, Grosh & Hutchins | 
Burrato, A. Wilgus. F * 
Scuenectapy, Samuel Andrews, 
NEW JERSEY. 
Trenton, D. Fenton. 
Satem, J. M. Hannah. 
Parnceton, R. E. Hornor. 
* Newark, J. M‘Intyre. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mavcn Cuung, William H. Sayre. . 
Lancaster, James F. Flood. 
Easton, Joseph P. Deringer. 
Porrsvit_e, B. Bannan. 
Montrose, W. L. Post, P. M. 
Yorg, D. Small, P. M. 
Pirrssurcu, Johnston & Stockton 
Cnameerssure, Matthew Smith. 
Wiurxessarre, &. W. Sturdevant. 
Caris.E, George M. Phillips & Co, 
OHIO.—Cinewnati, Corey & Fairbanks, M, 
Alexander Flash. o 
Cotumsus, J.N. Whiting. - 1g 
Maumee, John E. Hunt, P. M. q 
Sreusenvitte, J. & B. Turnbull. ‘3 
ZanesviLLE, Adam Peters—Uriah Parke, — 
MARYLAND. 
Bactimore, N. Hickman. 
Urrer Marvsoro’, G. W. Wilson. 
Camsrinez, C. Lecompte, P. M. 
Darnestown, L.. W. Candler. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Wasuineton City, Frank Taylor. 
ALexanpriA, Bell & Entwisle. 
VIRGINIA.—Ricumonp, R. D. Sanxay. 
Norrork, R. C. Barclay,—U. H. Fork 
Perenrssvure, A. N. Bourdon. 
Lyncubura, A. R. North. 
Portsmouta, U.H. Forbes & Co. _ 
FreverickssurG, John Coakley; E, 
University or Virainia, C. P. M‘Kennio, © 
KENTUCKY. aid 
Loutsvitte, John M. Campbell,—Jos. TG 
TENNESSEE. F 
Nasuvitte, White & Norvell, W. A. E 
Lexineton, John W. Trumbull. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Raxzicn, Turner & Hughes. 
Faverrevit_t, J. M. Stedman. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Cuarzeston, John P. Beile. 
Campen, A. Young. 
Coxumaia, B. D. Plant. 
Sumrervitie, H. Haynesworth. 
GEORGIA.—Avausrta, T. H. Plant. 
Savannan, W. T. Williams. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Nartcuez, F. Beaumont. ‘ 
Granp Gui, William M. Smyth. ; 
ALABAMA.—Moauzz, J. 8. Kellog & Co 
LOUISIANA.—New Onrtzans, C. H. Banérofe 
Francisvitye, J. M. Bell, P. M. . — P 
MISSOURI.—Sr. Lous, Meech & Dinnies. ~ 
MICHIGAN.—Detrorr, George S. Meredith. ~ 





CANADA. q 
Queszec, J. Tardiff. 4 
Cornwa.t, U. C., Duncan M‘Donell. 
Monrreat, Armour & Ramsey. 

‘Toronvo, J. Ballard. 

Brockvitte, Wm. Bewell, Jr.& Cow 

‘Hamiiton, James Ruthven & Co. 
Henry, Peter M‘Nie. 





NEW BRONSWICK.—F 
Sr. Jonns, Alexander Robertson. 
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